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Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee Moves To Investigate Conversion of 

Van de Kamps Satellite Campus To  
A Profit-Making Leasing Scheme Of LACCD Board Of Trustees 

 
Former State Senator Richard Polanco Accuses LACCD Officials of 

 “Bait and Switch Shenanigans” 
 

LAUSD Bond Oversight Committee Member Scott Folsom Urges His LACCD Counterparts 
To Require District Officials To Provide Independent Expertise To Investigate This 

Wrongful Activity 
 

(February 22, 2010, Los Angeles)  At its regular quarterly meeting this past Friday, 
ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȭ "ÏÎÄ /ÖÅÒÓÉÇÈÔ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ɉȰ$#/#ȱɊ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
#ÏÌÌÅÇÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ɉȰ,!##$ȱɊȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÌÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÍÉÓÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÖÏÔÅÒ-approved bond 
funds, voted to investigate the allegations through the request that the District appoint an 
independent financial analyst and legal counsel to advise the Committee. 
 

At the DCOC Meeting last Friday, State Senator Richard Polanco (retired) led off 
testimony by a number of alarmed officials and community members. In his testimony 
ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ $#/#ȟ 0ÏÌÁÎÃÏ ÂÒÁÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÁÂÁÎÄÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÓ ÏÆ Á 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÃÁÍÐÕÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 6ÁÎ ÄÅ +ÁÍÐÓ "ÁËÅÒÙ ÁÓ Á ȰÂÁÉÔ ÁÎÄ 
Ó×ÉÔÃÈȱ ÔÈÁÔ was inconsistent with promises made to the voters of Northeast Los Angeles.  
He pointed out that the conversion of the campus by LACCD officials was part of a series of 
shenanigans that would deprive the community of for-credit educational opportunities 
identified in a feasibility study conducted by the LACCD before it purchased the Van de 
Kamps land for development of a satellite campus to Los Angeles City College. 

 
As the Van de Kamps campus neared completion in 2009-2010, LACCD officials, 

with no consultation of community stakeholders, announced that instead of opening the 
planned satellite campus to Los Angeles City College, it would lease out the $72 million 
campus to a charter high school and multiple unemployment programs.  The charter school 
is the Alliance for College-Ready Public Schools and the unemployment programs are 
Workforce Centers currently paying rent to other private landlords in the Los Angeles area.  
Both lessees are closely associated with Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. 
 

The meeting began with tense allegations by some DCOC members that District 
officials had ignored the direction of members at the December 2009 DCOC meeting to 
schedule a special meeting to hear presentations from the Van de Kamps Coalition, a 
community advocacy group that has worked for a decade to bring a community college 
satellite campus to the site, and from Larry Eisenberg, Director of Facilities for LACCD.  
Members were unhappy that Eisenberg had refused to schedule a special interim meeting 
when Van de Kamps Coalition members testified about possible misuse of bond funds at 
the December quarterly meeting.  Although he made no effort to check availability of the 
DCOC members, Eisenberg claimed that their schedules made it difficult to get a quorum 
for a special meeting. 

 



California Education Code requires a school district that passes a bond measure 
×ÉÔÈ ÊÕÓÔ Á υυϷ ÖÏÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȭ ÂÏÎÄ ÏÖÅÒÓÉÇÈÔ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ 
provide such committee with technical assistance to enable the committee to perform its 
ÏÖÅÒÓÉÇÈÔ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎȢ  7ÈÉÌÅ ,!##$ȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ #ÏÕÎÓÅÌȟ #ÁÍÉÌÌÅ 'ÏÕÌÅÔȟ ÁÄÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÕÎÄÅÒ 
questioning by DCOC members that the District had an obligation to provide reasonable 
resources to the Committee, she would not commit to whether or not the LACCD, the 
largest community college district in the nation, would provide the requested resources to 
its own bond oversight committee.  Van de Kamps Coalition members claim this tactic is 
ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÍÅÍÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÔÏÎÅ×ÁÌÌ !ÐÐÒÏÁÃÈȱ ÁÓ Á 
viable way for the District to respond to community alarm over their actions with the Van 
de Kamps campus. 

 
After the testimony last Friday, DCOC members, in a split vote, ordered the request 

that LACCD officials provide expert technical and legal assistance to analyze the allegations 
of bond misuse.  Unless DCOC members take further immediate action, their next meeting 
will not occur until after LACCD officials claim that they will finish redesign and 
construction of the commercial tenant improvements at Van de Kamps. 
 

Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ -ÏÎÁ &ÉÅÌÄ ÁÎÄ -ÒȢ %ÉÓÅÎÂÅÒÇ ÁÒÅ 
rushing the construction work at the historic Van de Kamps Bakery building on Fletcher 
Drive in Atwater Village/Glassell Park while Ms. Goulet iÍÐÅÄÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ 
"ÏÎÄ /ÖÅÒÓÉÇÈÔ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÔÏ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÕÔ ÉÔÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÖÅ ÄÕÔÉÅÓȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ !ÎÄÒÅ× 'ÁÒÓÔÅÎȟ Á 
member of the Steering Committee of the Van de Kamps Coalition. 

 
DCOC members were especially troubled when they learned that in November 2009, 

the Board of Trustees voted to spend $400,000 for more architectural services to redesign 
the classrooms, biology labs, and art studios in the original plans for the historic bakery 
building already approved by the State Architect.  The Van de Kamps Coalition has 
produced District e-mails showing that District officials intend to convert some classrooms 
ÉÎÔÏ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÎÆÉÇÕÒÅÄ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÔÅÎÁÎÔȱ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ 
the unemployment programs funded by Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.  Such 
building modifications may forever foreclose use of the Van de Kamps site as a satellite 
campus of Los Angeles City College. 
 

The Van de Kamps Coalition has pointed out that the conversion of the Van de 
Kamps buildings to meet ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÙÏÒȭÓ ÐÅÔ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ×ÁÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÌÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ 
a legitimate use of voter-ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÂÏÎÄ ÆÕÎÄÓȢ  Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ 3ÕÐÒÅÍÅ #ÏÕÒÔ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÅÄ 
-ÁÙÏÒ 6ÉÌÌÁÒÁÉÇÏÓÁȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÉÚÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,!53$Ȣ  .Ï× ÔÈÅ -ÁÙÏÒ ÉÓ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ 
influence to hand over brand new K-12 schools to charter schools, and seizing the Van de 
Kamps Satellite buildings for his favorite K-12 charter school and his federal stimulus 
ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ×ÏÒËÆÏÒÃÅ ÕÎÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ -ÉËÉ *ÁÃËÓÏÎȟ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÌÏÎÇ-time 
advocate for the Van de Kamps Satellite Campus. 

 
None of these proposed lessees of the Van de Kamps buildings were required by 

LACCD officials to competitively bid for the right to lease these brand new community 
college facilities.  Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa is a public supporter of the Alliance charter 
school, and the unemployment programs workforce programs.  Coalition leaders allege that 
Vice Chancellor Marvin Martinez was given the task to lease out the Van de Kamps campus 
by former LACCD Chancellor Marshal Drummond, even though Martinez sits on the Board 
of Directors of one of the Workforce programs that was allowed to lease the bakery 



building without competitive bidding.  Drummond abruptly left the District last summer 
after allegations of alcohol abuse and dereliction of duty surfaced at the same meeting 
where the Board of Trustees approved the changes in use of the Van de Kamps campus. 

 
5ÎÄÅÒ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÌÁ× ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,!##$ȭÓ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÂÏÎÄ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÎÄ 

funds are to be used to construct or renovate community college classrooms and facilities 
ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ,!##$Ȣ  4ÈÅ "ÏÁÒÄȭÓ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÁËÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,!##$ ÉÎ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÒÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
limitations on use of bond funds and other funding for the campus. 
 

In 2000, when Polanco was serving the community as a Senator, he obtained $3 
million in seed money from the State of California to assist Los Angeles City College in 
establishing a community college satellite campus at the location of the former Van de 
Kamps Bakery and Restaurant.  At that time, LACCD Board Trustees Mona Field and Sylvia 
Scott-(ÁÙÅÓ ÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ,!##$ȭÓ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÉÃ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÔÅÌÌÉÔÅ #ÁÍÐÕÓȢ 4ÈÅÎ ,! #ÉÔÙ 
College president Mary Spangler was a strong supporter of the Satellite Campus as was the 
#ÉÔÙ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȭÓ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ 3ÅÎÁÔÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÖÏÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÆÁÖÏÒ Ïf it. 
 

)Î ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÁÔ ÌÁÓÔ &ÒÉÄÁÙȭÓ $#/# ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÌÏÎÇ-time Northeast education 
activist, Scott Folsom, testified that as a member of the LAUSD Bond Oversight Committee 
himself, he and his colleagues had access to independent analysis and legal advice from 
advisors with no conflicting responsibilities to the school district.  Folsom urged the DCOC 
members to stand up for their right to have independent examination of District records as 
an appropriate check and balance on District expenditures of bond funds. 
 

According to Laura Gutierrez, getting public officials to take action to investigate the 
ÁÌÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ×ÒÏÎÇÄÏÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔȢ  Ȱ7Å ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙ 3ÔÅÖÅ #ÏÏÌÅÙȟ 
or the California Attorney General Jerry Brown will open immediate investigations as is 
ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÄÅ ×ÈÅÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÍÉÓÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÂÏÎÄ ÆÕÎÄÓȟȱ 
she said.  Looking at the partially finished buildings on the Van de Kamps construction site, 
ÓÈÅ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÄÒÉÌÙȟ Ȱ/ÕÒ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ .ÏÒÔÈÅast communities need the 
opportunities offered by this community college campus promised to us and the LACCD 
"ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 4ÒÕÓÔÅÅÓȟ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÔÁØ ÍÏÎÅÙȟ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÏÂÂÅÄ ÕÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ 

 
### 

 
 

For more background information please call me at 323-855-0764 or  

Please visit our web site for more background information. Web site:  Web 

site:www.vandekamps.org. Facebook: http://facebook.com/pages/VandeKamps.  

http://www.vandekamps.org/
http://www.vandekamps.org/
http://facebook.com/pages/VandeKamps

